Observations of Comet Tempel 2, 1899 IV., at the Badcliffe Observatory , Oxford. 

(Communicated by A . A. JRambaut, D.Sc., F.R. 8 ., Radclijfi Observer.) 
following observations were made with the 10-inch Barclay Equatorial, using the Ring Micrometer with 
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Badcliffe Observations of Comet. 
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Old Cape Records of Comets . By R. T. A. Innes. 

In arranging the old records of the Cape Observatory I camo 
across a letter giving some records of comets seen from the Cape 
in the seventeenth century. With Sir David Gill’s sanction I 
transmit a copy of it. The year of the letter is not given. It 
was probably written in 1858 to i860, but the exact date is 
immaterial. 

February 28. 

My Dear Sir,—In my rapid progress through the old 
journals my eye has been caught by the notices of which I 
annex the translations. I may have passed over some others 
from the impossibility of attempting to do more than skim, but 
if there are any years in particular during which a more 
particular examination would [be] interesting to you, pray let 
me know the years, and I shall not fail to look more closely.— 
I am, &c., (Signed) D. Moolin. 

T. Maclear, Esq. 

1664 December 15.—“ About midnight, with a sky partially 
clouded, we all here saw a star with a darkish ray or tail, which 
it is said showed itself much more clearly and distinctly about 
3 o’clock when it was near day ; the star rose in the East and 
the tail pointed directly North.” 

1686, Monday, August 12.—“ This night appeared in the 5th 
house of the heavens, at one o’clock, in the horizon, a comet , 
corresponding in longitude (?) with Saturn and Venus , on the 
left shoulder of the Hare. S. Lat. 18 0 4', Long. 8o° 8'. The 
tail extended right East and West to the length of 35 Celestial 
Degrees, in Gemini 

1689 November 24.—“A star with a tail was seen in the 
[MS. defaced].” 

1689 November 25.—“This morning about 4 o’clock the 
said tailed star was again seen, which soon after disappeared as 
the Sun rose.” 

1689 December 9.—“This morning at 3 o’clock the tailed 
star showed itself very distinctly, the tail was more than 4 
degrees long.” 

1689 December 24.—“ The tailed star no longer seen.” 
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